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"EXACT ACCOUNT 
OF THE LATE 11 2; 
EXPEDTTIO'N. 
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\& St. Hale, 1/t Fine, 1758. 
"OU will, no doubt, my dear friend, 
hear various reports of our Grand Ex- 


Re A and probably meet with true and 
falſe ones, without being able to judge which 
are right, or which are wrong. I ſhall there- 
fore, for the amuſement and ſatisfaction of 
you, and all my friends in your part of the 
world, who, I know, will rely on what 1 
ſay, give you as perfect an account as I can; 
| of what came within my knowledge, with- 
. A 2 | out 


(4) 

out the leaſt deviation, partiality, defire to 
pleaſe, or fear of offending. But as I am 
| = a ſubaltern, very diſtant from the foun- 
tain-head, I muſt relate ſome particulars 
handed down by that often falſe meſſenger 
Fam." However, theſe are few, and im- 
material, but muſt be mentioned to make my 
account intelligible. 


Race then, that the firſt hint I had of 

an Expedition, was from an officer of the 
regiment I belong to, when at quarters, 
near the center of England, about the 18th 
of April ; and then, ALL. he could tell of 
it (che; oft come from London) was, that 
there were fixteen regiments to be ſhortly 
incamped in the ifle of Wight, and that our 
regiment was to be one. The Monday fol- 
lowing, I think it was, we received the rout 
to be there about the middle of May. This 
ſeemed: odd to me, to have the rout ten or 
twelve days before we marched, inſtead of 
ten or twelve hours, according to the uſual 
manner, and looked as if we were {triving 

8 Joe 
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to n dur: preparations known to the 
world; and1 joined the majority of thoſe I 
eonverſed with in thinking our aſſembling 
tere in ſo publick a manner, was only to 
amuſe our enemies, and keep as many of 
them out of Germanyas we could, by threat- 
ening a deſcent on their coaſt, without an 
intention to execute it, or perhaps to go to 
Germany, If neceſſary, ſome time in the ſum- 
mer. 9 | 


. 
r oe erage, A 2k | 
CESS” ©. 
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The rej iment, according to the rout, ar- 
rived in the iſle of Might, where I joined 
it ſoon. after, and found the following bat- 
talions incamped, vi. three battalions of 
the Guards, Bentinck's, Home's, King ſley's, 
Manners's; Talbots, Loud, Effingham's, 
Wolfe's, 3 5 s, Lord Charles Hays, 


Huſe s, and Lampton's, with three compa- 
nies of the Train, under the Generals, Lord 
George St chville, Lord Ancram, M. oyſton, 
Waldgrav: > Dury, Ellict, and Beſcawen. 
Lord Geor; 2 Sackville being firſt in rank, and 
not laſt, in — had 1 and re- 


1 
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ted tbe ben according to the uſual 
form, for immediate ſervice. And it was re- 
ported we were to embark the Monday fol- 
lowing, though ſome were in doubt, whe- 


ther we, were to go at all: : but every one 


ſccmed equally at a Joſs to know where we 


were going to. hs » 


Volunticrs of the firſt rank and fortune in 
the kingdom entered daily, for I believe they 


did not know what, when, or where, more 
than the reſt of us; but urged by different 
views, ſome to ſerve their country and ſhew 
a good. example, ſome to make themſelves 


popular, in order to anſwer private ends, and 


others perhaps out of a whim, or by way of 
a jaut of pleaſure, imagining, as many in 
England did, that we % 57 not leave the 
ifle of Wight. However, the 22d the Com- 
mander in chief, the Duke of Marr BO- 


ROUGH arrived, and immediately ordered the 


trocps to fire ball, and take poſt by compa- 
nics, as directed by Sir Jahn Mordaunt the 


ſummer before. This Was pieaſing to every 


body, 
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body, aj chearfully complied with. The 
23d he *dered the baggage of the brigade of 
rn and the firſt brigade, to be at Cowes 
the next day, in order to be embarked ; the 

troops ti1e following day; and ſo on till the 
hole were embarked, except Talbot's regi- 
ment that was left behind to go to Jamaica. 
By the 28th the whole were on board, and 
before two o'clock in the afternoon aſſembled 
at Spithead, where they might have been 
ſooner if neceſſary, by embarking the troops 
in leſs time, eſpecially as the heavy train and 
light Horſe (of which we had nine troops) 
were embarked before from Poriſmouth and 
other places. But I preſume there was no 
neceſſ ty to hurry, and it is not our fault at 


home, whatever it is abrozd, 111 2 1 


2 Anſon and Sir Paard Hale x ws 
had been at Spithead with-about 35 or 40 
ſhips of war, (I cannot be exact in regard to 
the number, for I never faw a liſt of them) 
_ weighed anchor the 27th in the afternoon, 
and fel down to St. Helens; leaving Comm 
dore 
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dore Howe, whom the Duke of Marlborough 
ordered to be obeyed on all occaſions, at 
Spithead with a few of the ſmall men of war ; 

and all the tranſports joined his fleet as they 
came up from Cowes, The 28th, when the 
Maſters of the tranſports had got their inſtruc. 
tions to keep company as cloſe as they could, 
and the commanding officers ſealed ones, not 
to be opened but in caſe of ſeparation, the 
Commodore gave a ſignal to weigh about 
three o'clock in the evening, and his fleet 
joined Lord Anſons, at Spitbead. before vight. 


The 29th the wind would not allow us to 
go out of the harbour (or I ſuppoſe we ſhould 
have failed) and the General properly judged 
it a fit time to iſſue out orders in regard to our 
landing, &c. And the ſignal was made by 
the ſtandard of England, for all commanders 
of regiments to go on board the Eſſex (Howe's 
ſhip) in which the Duke of Marlborough. 
and Lord George Sackville were, to receive 
orders and inſtructions, which in the evening 
were communicated to the troops as follows : 


Monday 
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*. Me 29, On board the ales at St, 
4 Helens. | 


SE: hits Aber ater Boing: ages 


Parole, King GroxoE, 


© The brigade of guards to be in readineſs 
to diſembark the firſt, they will take with 
them two days proviſion, as few neceſſaries 
as poſſible, and to every eight men, one 
tent: The officers will take ſoldiers tents, 


0 ll they can eſtabliſh themſelves on ſhore, 


c The officers, while on Pak to ſee in 
what manner EL tents can be moſt conve= 
e carried by the men. 


2 Bentinet' regiment to prepare for diſem- 
bar kation at the ſame time, and in the ſame 
manner. Ten companies of e azpi 
compleated to 100 rank and file each, to 
be in readineſs to diſembark, The ace 
and Bentinchs grenadiers remain with their 
battalions; ſo that the granadiers of every 
other battalion, except Richmond's, as the 
* youngeſt will r for this ſervice. The 
B bens 


PF 
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grenadiers to be divided into two battalions ; 
Major General Moy/fon commands Ben- 
tinck's regiment and the grenadiers. Field 
© officer Colonel Lampton, for the whole, 
Lieutenant Colonel Beckwith, . and Major 
© Goodrich, for the firſt; Lieutenant Colonel 
* Aday and Major Ramſey, for the ſecond , 
they being the field officers next for duty. — 
© whoſe regiments are not in the firſt diſem- 
© barkation. Ten light fix pounders to be in 
* readineſs to diſembark with the firſt troops, 
with as many rounds as can be carried with 
each. Ten artillery men to each gun, 
with officers in proportion. The regiments 
* that want flints, excluſive of the guards, 
© to ſend for two for each man to Lieutenant 
© Colonel Deſaguliers, on board the Yenus. 


The light troops will ſend for two for their 


r Fs > 
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© carabines, and two for their piſtols, In- 4 
* trenching tools and chevaux de frize to be N 

| 2 3 
held in readineſs, in caſe they are wanted, | 


| * Tf for the advantage of diſtributing orders 
more expeditzouſly the ſignal ſhall be made 
| of 


Fe. 
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[ 4 
at any time, as expreſſed in the ſignal paper 
fot calling officers on board the ſhip of war 
leading the ſecond diviſion of the fleet; the 
officers of the army in the ſhips of that di- 


vition, as ſpecified in the form of Giling, 
to repair on board that ſhip of war accord- 


ingly. 


«© As ſoon as the fleet ſhall be ordercd to 
anchor after the ſignal, the flag checkered 
red and white at the fore-top gallant-maſt 
head of the Commander in chief has been 
made, the commanding officers on board 
each tranſport are to aſſiſt and recommend 
to the Maſter, the getting out their boats 
for any ſervice that may be required. 
. the ſignal made by a white flag with a 
ed croſs at the fore- top- maſt- head, the 
tranſports carrying the grenadiers of the dif- 


- erent regiments, are to be moved up from 
. | rg ſtations appointed by the former or- 


der of failing, and to be anchored a-head, 
or otherwiſe, as near as convenient, round 
the Eſſex; thoſe tranſports are to wear, on 
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that occaſion, a navy jack at the fore - top- 
© maſt-head, to diſtinguiſh them, 


© The commanding officers on board each 
© tranſport, to conform to ſuch orders as ſhall 
be ſignified to them by the Commander in 
© chief of the ſhips of war relative to their diſ- 
© embarkation, One engineer to go with the 
* firſt diſembarkation ; the commanding of- 
© ficers to recommend to the Maſters, to keep 
© the tranſports of their reſpective regiments 
* as much 9 as poſſible. 


y The Duke of Marlborough ſtrongly re- 
* commends to the troops, to keep their fire 
© until they come as near the enemy as poſ- 
ſible, and to uſe their bayonets on every oc- 
caſion. When the troops are landed it is 
abſolutely neceſſary to prevent all kind of 
diſorder and irregularity, by keeping up the 
ſtricteſt diſcipline, Whoſoever on this c- 
caſion ſhall quit his poſt, plunder, or ma- 
* raud, will be puniſhed in the ſevereſt man- 
© ner, Put the Duke of Mer Ber watt truſts 
0 
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Ta) 
ſo far to the ſpirit and zcal of the troops, 
that he is perſuaded, their regard to their 
own honour, and the ſervice of their King 


and country will be the ſtrongeſt motive to 
induce every man to do his duty. 


R A * * 


Tf order and the platforms and lad- 
ders that were on board with thoſe troops or- 
dered to laid firſt, convinced us we were to 
do ſomething Nane then ſhew ourſelves along 
the coaſt of France, as ſome people believed; 
yet, as we had ſcarce three months proviſion 
and not a ton a man allowed us, we thought 
it impoſſible the object of our attention could 
be farther from us then the oppoſite coaſt. 
Thus we continued in ſuſpence, and wind- 
bound the 3oth and 3 1ſt; eager for we did 
not know what, gueſſing, and wagering this 
place againſt that, viewing and counting the 
fleet, and taking a ſurvey of the whole arma- 
ment; which was agreed to be the greateſt 
ever ſent out by England, without conſidering 
the people of rank and fortune that com- 
manded, and attended 1 viz. the Duke of 


Mark 
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Marlborough, Lord George Sackville, Lord 
Ancram, and the reſt of the Generals; the 
Duke of Richmond, Lord George Lenox, the 
Marquis of Blandford, Lord Frederick Caven- 
diſh, Lord Adam Gordon, Lord Dunmore, 
and ſeveral others, whoſe names I do not re- 
collect; with the voluntiers, Lord Down, 
Sir James Lowther, Sir Jobn Armitage, 
Meſſieurs Barkly, Delaval, &c. &c. &c. be- 
ſides the Sea-commanders; no leſs then the 
famed Lord Arſon, rouſed by the cry of his 
countiy to take another tour, attended by Sir 
Edward Hawke, Commodore Howe, and 


many others, I hope _— brave, though 
not ſo noted. 


Thus were ©: amuſing ourſelves, and la- 
bouring away the time, 18, 19, or 20 toge- 
ther, crouded in the cabbin of a dirty tranſ- 
port, not twelve feet ſquare, to eat, drink, 


and ſleep in; the private ſoldiers not leſs 
crouded, when the wind came in our fa- 


vour, about one o'clock in the morning, the 
Iſt inſtant. The ſignal was immediately made 


for 
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for the men of war to unmoor, ſoon after to 


weigh, and before twelve o'clock we were 
all (about 120 fail of one kind or other) en- 


tering the channel. Lord Anſon and Sir Ed- 
ward Hawke, with about twenty of the largeſt 
ſhips of war, ſtood off the iſle of Wight, and 


* ſeemed to make down the channel; whilſt 
Commodore Howe, with the reſt of the fleet, 


prodeeded directly a-croſs it towards the coaſt 
of Normandy, which we ſaw a-head of us next 
morning about eight o'clock. —— This made 


us conclude Cherburg or Havre de Grace 


were to be attacked directly; but as ſoon as 
we got within three or four leagues of the 
coaſt, we changed our courſe weſtward, down 
the race of Alderney. Now your knowing 
ones were ſtaggering in opinion, and did not 


| knew what to think; ſome mentioned Gran- 
ville, Auvranche, and St. Mals's. Others (your 


deeper ſchemers) thought we were to land at 
this ſide of Britany, and croſs the country to 
Breſt, or Port L'Orient. However, we thought 
ourſelves happy to be in ſight of land any 


where, for the wind was very high, and had 


been 
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been o all night, in ſo much that ſome of the 
tranſports were a little damaged, and others 
loſt ſi ht of the flect, and did not come up 
for two days. In ſhort, a more diſagreeable 


nigbt I never knew, and believe the better 


halt of the landſmen will fay the fame ; for 


our ſituation was as horrid, as can well 


be deſcribed ; a number of perſons unuſed 
to the ſea, immenſely crowded, violently 


fick, without the leaſt aſſiſtance, apprehen- 


five of being run foul of every inſtant by 


ſome ſhip or other, and perhaps ſunk, (for 


what I know) to the loweſt regions: But 
happy for us, the wind continued falling 
all day, and about ſix in the evening the 
tide was fo ſtrong againſt us, we were o- 
bliged to come to anchor in the race of 
Alderney. 


Thus in fight of the coaſt of Normandy, 
by the iſlands of Alderney, Guernſey, Terſey 
and Sark, (near which, one of the tranſports 
belonging to the guards, ſtruck on a rock and 
was loſt, * the men and baggage ſaved) 

| were 


. 
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were we delayed by winds and tides, till 
the 5th. At day-light, we ſaw St. Mal. 
J's, to the right of us, as we paſſed along 
to Cancalle- bay, which we reached about two 

* o'clock in the afternoon. This bay lies 
eight miles from Sf, Mallb's, within a point 
of land immediately under the village of 
Cancalle. 


12 ee led the van, hoiſt the 
ie aal mentioned in the foregoing orders, 
and the tranſports drew up accordingly. As. 
ſoon as we got pretty well into the bay, the 
whole fleet came to an anchor, except two 
or three frigates and ſome cutters, that ad- 
vanced cloſe to the ſhore, where they were 
now and then ſaluted by a cannon ; the com- 
- modore's ſhip being too large I ſuppoſe to go 
in to the point, he hoiſt his flag on board 
one of the frigates, and advanced cloſe to a 
little fort that lay high on a point, where 
there was two eighteen pounders, and about 
one hundred militia that kept firing on him 


all along as he went; the troops ordered to 
7 2 ”-. cl 


for the boats in which the troops were to 
advance, and before eight o'clock, ſome of ö 
them were on ſhore, purſuing the few pea- 


(28) 
land firſt, at the ſame time getting into the 
lat bottom d boats, brought for that purpoſe, 
and drawing up in order behind the frigates, 
with the generals lord George Sackville and 
Moyſton, in a man of war's boat, leading and 
conduCting the whole. As ſoon as the fri- 
gate in which the commodore was, got a- 
long fide the fort, (which was not, nor 
could not be, till fix o'clock in the evening, 
the tide not ſerving ſooner) ſhe began and 
continued an inceſſant fire upwards of thirty 2 
minutes, -*till ſhe ſilenced the cannon, 
and drove the ſmall arms from the ſhore; | 4 


then the ſignal, a white flag with a red croſs 
at the fore-top-gallant-maſt-head was hoiſt, 


ſants that were to be ſcen upon riſing ground, 3 
to the village of Cancalle, which they im- 
mediately poſſeſſed themſelves of, taking all 
thoſe they could catch with arms priſoners. 


1 could hear but of two that were killed on 
Thore, the count de Rangan and his ſcrvant, 
lool 


.q (29) | 
fooliſhly attempting to lead a parcel of French - 
militia, to oppoſe Britiſh grenadiers. Thus 
we got a footing on the continent, and in. the 
Grand Monarch's country, with the loſs of 
three ſailors only. Before ten o'clock all the 
troops ordered to diſembark firſt, were. on 
ſhore and i in poſſeſſion of a very advantageous 
poſt, zehere they lay on their arms all night; 

Home's and Manners's regiments were ordered 
to lard too, but the boats not coming for 
them! they lay on their arms on deck allnight, 
and landed with the remainder of the army 
the next day, which was ſpent in diſem- 
barking the troops, the artillery and light- 
horſe, incamping near the — of — 
as ny landed. 5 


+ Sad ha all this day, both by ſol- 

* diers and failors, in ſpight of all orders and 
precautions, which cauſed an order, that 
the roll ſhould be called every hour in catnp, 
and the prevoſt go his rounds and take up all 
_ ſoldiers ſtraggling from camp, three of whom 


were ſoon after tryed, and caſt lots which 
| C 2 ſhould 
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ſhould die: The lot fell on a man of lord 


Loudon's regiment, who was immediately 
ſtrung up. This made the reſt more cau- 
tious, but did not ſave the poor inhabitants 
from feeling the ſad conſequences generally 
experienced by thoſe in a country invaded. 


The following day, the ſeventh, the ar- 


my marched within one mile of St. Mal- 
he's and encamped, ſome near the village of 
Parami, and others near that of Sr. Servant, 
where ſome ſhips lay ; leaving the third bri- 
gade, lord Charles Hays, Huſe's, and Lamp- 


| ron's regiments, / on che point where we 


landed, to guard the heavy artillery, and 
throw up lincs to ſecure our retreat ; and the 
brigade guards by the way on the Paris road 


to intercept whatever ſuccours might bs fent 


towards S/. Malbes. 
ſl this manner the army lay, with ſome 
advanced. guards in fight of the town, when 
thoſe regiments near Sr. Servant's began a- 
bout ten or eleven o'clock at night, to ſet 

fire 
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fire to all the ſhips and ſtores _ could 
get at. 8 | 8 


The next day J went a little beyond the 
advanced poſts, (where I ſaw the General 
reconnotring) and took a view and ſketch 

of the run, which I found to be very com- 
pact; entirely ſurrounded by water, and 
a very high wall, except a road about thirty 
yards broad, that leads to the gate-way on 
the caſt fide of the town, which is guarded 
by a battery that is over the entrance, and 
another on a little rock in the ſea ; when the 
tide is ou t, you may go dry to the wall ſome 
ns of yards each fide of the road; j 
notwithſtanding this, it appears to me very 
= difficult of acceſs, and I thought it would 
require more time to poſſeſs our ſelves of it, 
then we would probably be allowed; as it 
was confidently ſaid, there were 1 5000 
French incamped at Cherbourg, not five days 
march fon ue, and 4000 within five miles 
of us. However, the cannon was faid 
to be on the way, and every body, I am con- 


vinced, 
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vinced, was willing to do the beſt they could, 
being thoroughly fatisfied that our com- 
manders had too much judgment and pru- 
dence, to attempt a thing not practicable, 


The ſhips continued burning, and the 
generals reconnoitring: forraging parties 
were ſent out, the provifion we took on 
| ſhore being almoſt conſumed, The fuſt 


battalion of the guards, and lord Charles 


Hays regiment, came up and joined us at 


Parame this evening; parties of horſe were 
ordered to advance near the town, where 


one of them received a wound of which he 
died the next day; whether it was from the 
oate-way battery, or the other, I can't fay, 
for they both ſaluted them alternate ly. 


In ſhort, ev ery thing appeared pleaſingly 
lively, and as if they were preparing to in- 


dulge the troops with ſomething to do 5 


every one aſking, when will the cannon be 
up? When an "order came, for the line to 


lie accoutred in the tents, ready at a mo- 


ment's warning, and a whiſper ſoon ſpread 
along the line, that we were to ] retreat 
in 
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in the night; that the cannon which had 
been four miles on their way, was ordered 
back. This, way the eaſier credited by the ſe- 
cond brigade's retreating from Sr. Servant to 
the reſt of the troops at Paramè; and the firſt 
regiment of guards, ordered as an advance 
guard: However, here we lay all night un- 
der arms, eight men together in a tent, the 
firſt battalion of the guards, and other out- 
lying parti % without any tents at all, in the 
moſt violent thunder, lightning, and rain 1 
ever knew; yet notwithſtanding all this, the 
people of Exgland will have the conſcience to 

tell us we do nothing for our bread, The 
next morning, we made a ſtrange figure fa- 
tigued and wet; but on hearing that the 

= cannon was coming up, and that ſomething 

Was yet to be done, we rouſed, bruſhed up 
our arms, and in five minutes were _ for 
any thing they pleaſed to put us to. 


It was reported this day, that there was 
nine of the rain horſes, and four men taken 
by a party ef French cavalry ; and that ſome 
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of ours a party of the guards were in, pur- 
ſuit of them. This I have been ſince told 
was fact, but neither the men nor - horſes 
were got. It was alſo faid, that the Duke 
of Marlborough ſummoned the town the mor- 
ning after we arrived there, and that he receiv- 
ed 300,0001. others ſaid a ſturdy anſwer, 
which I think moſt probable. 


In this manner did we paſs the day, telling 
and liſtening to news of one kind or other 
whilſt the Generals were reconnoitering, and 
the engineers making a road towards a riling 
ground near the village of Saint Servant, as if 
we were to bombard, or make a breach in the 
town from thence when the cannon came up. 


Now we began to think the retreat was to 
be turned into a ſiege, and that the reports of 
our retreating proceeded from a falſe alarm. 
The troops were as impatient as ever for the 
arrival of the heavy cannon, and appearances 
were once more in our favour ; the out guards 

were regularly relicved ; the ſhips and ſtores 
| con- 
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(80 
continued burning, and a lift of thoſe con- 
ſumed was by great favour to be ſeen, I by 


chance got a copy of one, whether it will a- 
gree with what you no doubt have ſeen in the 


ES Gazette before now, I cannot ſay, but it was 


word for were, as follows : 


Ships burnt at Solidhre. 


One of 30 guns, never at ſea, yards, rig- 
ging, and every thing compleat. 

Three of 22 guns, quite new. 
One of 20, old. 

Two of 16 guns each. 

One of 12 guns, a ſloop. 


All with their head-yards, rigging, and a 
Pony uantity of ſtores on board. 


5 a 30 gun ip, juſt laid low; 
= with the keel and timber, &c, 


Five merchant ſhips, two of them new, 
Six ore 


» - Ships 
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Ships burnt at Saint Servant. 
One of 22 guns, and one of 18 guns, both 
new. 
Sixty two merchant ſhips. 


In the ſtore-houſes at 7; allard great quanti- 
ties of pitch, train oil, rozen, deals, &c. 
I cannot poſitively fay all this deſtruction was 


done, as I was not preſent at either the be- ? 


ginning or ending, but I think it poſſible 
from the violence and continuance of the 
flame ; be this as it will, it was ſaid we had, 


without doing more, executed our commiſſion. 


There were ſome ſhips unburnt that could | © 


not be got at, unleſs we took the town 
and a battery that guarded -them ; this, 


1 imagine, was wiſely found impracticable: 


for though we had troops enough to inveſt 


the town, and perhaps take it, we had not 


enough to cover us from a whole country, 
that would probably be down on us before 
we could take it by regular ſiege; and to take 

| 15>: up it 
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it by Coup de main, was next to impoſſible. 
Beſides, it was ſaid they could have reinforce- 
ments by the river Dinant; that three regi- 
ments had fp into the town the night before, 
and all the uſeleſs perſons ſent out. In ſhort, 
all circumſtances conſidered, every thing prac- 
ticable was done, and the next day all the out 
guards werè called in, the line ordered not to 
{tir out of their tenis, and before two o'clock 
in the afternoon the whole army was formed 
in two columns, with proper guards of 
norſe and foot in the van, rear, and flanks 
of each. Pioneers advanced to level and clear 
the way. The ten 6 pounders (which I have 
not mentioned before, as they did nothing) 
at the head. of one of the columns guarded by 
five comp pies of grenadiers.— This was, as 
near as I cod learn, our diſpoſition when we 
| treat. One column taking the 
road we went, and the other a bye-road 
through the moſt incloſed and thickeſt inha- 
bited country I ever ſaw. I had an opportu- 
nity of knowing it better then 1 wiſhed to do, 
being ordered, with thirty men, to ſcour the 
. hadges 
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| hedges about 100 yards off the road all along 


to where we landed, for fear of any of the 
enemies lurking in them. Before night the 
whole army united at Cancalle, where we found 


the point which we left under corn, gardens, 
and orchards levelled, and ſurrounded with a 
foſſe and breaſt-work, and fortified within 
with forts, and other lines, beyond what I 
believe any of us thought it poſſible the troops 
left behind could do in ſo ſhort a time. Be- 


ſides they had filled (after emptying firſt I be- 


lieve) all the hogſheads that were in the Cuſ- 1 
tomꝭghouſe at Cancalle with ſand, and ranged 


them from the lines down to the ſea, 


It was ſaid we were to ſtay there until the 

enemy came, be that when it would; that 
the battalion of guards left on the Paris road 
had got certain intelligence of them, when 
they penetrated into the country towards the 


town of Dol, where it was ſaid they levied 


contributions. I believe they did indeed, but 
it was like other folks, without applying to 
e . or Conſſables. 


Not- 
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(29) 
Notwit hſtanding theſe reports, the fourth | 
' brigade and light horſe re-embarked the next 


day, anda number of men were till kept at 


work, finiſhing the lines, cutting down or- 
chards, and incloſures that were in the front 
of them, and making a back-way from cone 
of the forts, for the laſt troops to get off by» 
All theſe precautions, and reports, with an 
advanced guard of 500 grenadiers, made us 


= ſtill expect ſome ſport ; but we were diſap- 


pointed for the enſuing day (the 12th) the 


remainder of the army re-embarked without 
ſeeing one ſoul to moleſt us. | 


7 


A ſloop was e diſpatched 1 


and, with the news; and we were ſcarce ſet- 


tled on board when ee e. was talked 
of, the arms bruſhed up, and every man's am- 
munition compleated to thirty- ſix rounds, caſt- 
ing away all that were damaged by the violent 
rain we had the night before. The guards and 


grenadiers were ordered to be ready to land 


firſt: Granville was talked of; but, on look- 
ing in there two or three times, and ſeeing a 


large 
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large camp, ſome other part of the coaſt was 
named, In ſhort, it was ſaid, and believed, 


that we were to land in one or two places 


more before we went home, 

The 24th, a ſloop arrived from England, 

and brought us the agreeable news that the 
Hanoverians had beat the French. That the 

good old Kg, and his worthy Miniſter 

Mr. P1TT received the account of our land- 


ing with the greateſt joy; that the latter got 


up in his ſhirt to read it, and ſaid, it was 
the beſt news he had heard ſince he arrived 


to his preſent ſtation. I only mention this, 


becauſe I think it ſhews his eagerneſs to ſerve 
his country, depreſs the enemies of it, and 


ſhewy what England can till do. 


Here we ſtaid the 13th, 14th, and 15th, 
before the wind came in our ſavour: the 16th 
we weighed anchor, and got far down the 
bay of St. Malo's, when the wind changed 
againſt us, 2nd grew ſo high, that we were 
under a neceſſity of returning to the old place 

at 


(31) 


at Cancalle, where we remained wind-bound 


till the 21ſt, without any thing material hap- 


pening. Now and then a boat with a flag 


of truce coming from the (hore with priſon- 


ers; the 20th a ſhip was diſpatched to Guern- 


ſey for freſh proviſions, and a packet to Eng- 


land. Two general court martials were diſ- 
ſolved ; three men ſentenced to die, one was 
pardoned, and the other two arc not yet exe- 
cuted. Some men of war with the Generals 
on board, now and then looked into Gran- 
ville, and were ſaluted from the battery with- 
out any miſchief being done. Our ſtaying 
here ſo long, and ſcarce a fortnight's provi- 


ſion on board, made us dread we were to go 


back to England without doing any thing 
more; and the 21ſt, tho the wind was ra- 
ther againſt us, the ſignal was made to weigh 
anchor, and we, with difficulty, tided it in- 
to the channel by the 24th. In our way 
oppoſite St. Malo s we met an Engliſb man of 
war and two tranſports, ſuppoſed to have 
proviſions on board. But thoſe circumſtances 
of wy: * in, and going out of the fleet, 
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I can give but a very imperfect account of, 
being, as 1 told you before, very diſtant from 
the fountain-head. | 
| | 

Now I began to reflect on what was paſt, 
and think of giving you an account of it. Ac- 
cordingly I ſat down to write; and finding 
my taſk longer, and harder than I imagined 
it would be, and ſixteen officers round me 
at various amuſements, I hurried on, reſolved 
to fulfil my promiſe, and got a ſerjeant to 
copy my rough draught as I went on, fo that 
you muſt make allowances for the ſtile, and 
every thing elle. 16 


So far had the ſerjeant wrote (whilſt I was 
about other matters, expecting every hour to 
fee the Iſle of Wight) when thoſe people that 
were aloft cried out, Land ! land! On look- 
ing into the charts, and the log- book, we found 
it could be no other than Cape la Hogue; 
this alarmed us agreeably, imagining that we 
were going to make another incurſion ; and 
then we thought the want of proviſions would 

3 | prevent 


1 (33) 
prevent it, if thoſe ſhips that came from En 2 
land hid not brought ſome, | F 


By the courſe we lay, we ſoon diſcovered 
that another deſcent was really intended; but 
where, was the ſecret. Havre de Grace or 
Cherburg, we thought, the only places wor. 
thy our attention, and of courſe a little time 
would: ſatisfy us. In this manner we con. 
tented wurſelves, till the next day about ten 
or eleven o' clock, we ſaw land a-head of us, 
which we have been ſince told was Havre 
de Grace ; but the day being foggy, we could 
not diſtinguiſh what land it was till we came 
juit upon it. The whole fleet immediately 
tacked about, and made to ſea, What this 
mancuvre meaned, we could not tell, un- 
leſs it was for fear of the wind's growing 
® higher: and driving us on the ſhore, or that 
ve had come to the wrong place. At ſeven 
in the evening we tack d again towards the 
coaſt, and by ten o clock the next morning 
got pretty near it, ſo that every body imagin'd 
we were going to land; and the Commodore 
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kept inclining ſlowly. up a bay that les to 
the weſt of Havre de Grace, as if he wanted 


to make ſome point of land, or loiter away 


the time till the tide ſerved, or till the cut- 
ters returned that were reconnoitering the 


ſhore. In ſhort, we did not know what he 
was about. 
At one of clock the Genal was made for 
all adjutants to go for the following orders, 
Ker off the : Coal of 3 June 2 7- 
Parole Suſſex, 


te If after the ſignal Wh been made for pre- 


et paring for diſembarkation, it ſhould be ne- 


« ceflary to poſtpone it, either from weather 
< or other circumſtances, then the ſame fla, 
« chequer'd red and white, will be hois'd at 
« the mizen-topmaſt- head. | 


© When the troops are ordered to diſem- 
bark, there muſt be four days full allow- 
| « ance 


1 

; ance of bread and cheeſe prepared to take 
on ſhore with them, and brandy and wa- 
ce tet in their canteens,” 5 ; 


i 

These eli; which we 1 3 would 
open the whole affair to us, left us as much, 
if not more, in the dark than ever, and ſo 
we continued for ſome time, loitering along 
the coaſt, as if we only wanted to ſhew our- 
* ſelves, and viſiting from ſhip to ſhip. It 
ſeemed a ſort of holiday, or feſtival ; for the 
| frigate that was diſpatched to Guernſey for 
freſt⸗ 2 came into the fleet about one 
0 click. 

Towards evening the ſecret came out. 
That we would have landed near Havre 
de Grace, but the pilot would not under- 
« take to keep the ſhipping there, if bad wea- 
« ther came on; that the ſcene was to be 
changed to Cherburg; that four men of 
= © war were certainly to attack a battery there 

the next day, and if they ſilenced it, the 
1 trips were to land directly.“ This, like 
Maree OE] E 2 f cod 
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(36) 
food to ſo many hungry lions, was with $ 


joyous eagerneſs received; and infuſed in our 


minds a pleaſing ſenſation, that kindled a» 
new our deſires for honour and preferment. 
All we had to wiſh for now was a fair 
wind to carry us to Cherburg ; but BoREAS 
did not ſeem inclin'd to indulge us; for what 


get there till the 29th.—About three o'clock 
in the evening we entered a very extenſive 
open bay, in the center of which the town 
lies. It appeared to me ſo ſmall, and fo def- 
titute of the ſhipping and fortifications .that 
were repreſented to me, that I could ſcarce 


_ perſuade — it was Cherburg. 


An Engliſh man of war that was ſent in 
ſome time before, lay at anchor off the town, 
and the Commodore made up to her, making 
the ſignal as he went, for all the generals to 
come on board; ſoon after, for all command- 
ing - officers and adjutants ; and by ſeven 
o'clock the whole noch were at ahchor be- 
fore the town, ſeveral cannon here and there 

firing 


4 


ae at them as they advanced, The flats 
bot om d boats were immediately ordered out, 
and every thing appeared as if we were going 
to land directly, when the following ner 


arrived, VIZ. 


On board the AG * a Tune, off 
| Cberburg. 


Parole ; aber : 


« « The Grenadiers are to remain with 
« their regiments, and not diſembark as a 
& ſeparate body : when landed, if wanted 


ce on a ſeparate command, field officers will 
90 ye een to them. 


e The firſt battalion of Guards; win ts 
ve Granadiers of thebrigade, to be embarked 


| = by eleven o'clock at night in the flat- 


* bottom'd boats. They are to land in the 


center of the bay, between the forts Hb 


« met and Querktville; as ſoon as they can 
* be formed, the companies in the four 


off ecnter boats march * forward, Poſ- 


| e ſeſs 


ec and half from each other. 
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ee ſucceeded, the commanding officer, if he 
* finds he can maintain his ground, without 
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« command, is to give an order in writing 
ee to the boats to return to the ſhips, that 
the remainder of the brigade of Guards 
„ may diſembark, and join him as ſoon as 


(35) 
© ſeſs themſelves of the. battery in their front 
& then return and take poſt for protecting 
te the boats. The companies of eight boats 
© on the right, are to attack Quyerkiville 
© Fort, and when they have nailed up the 
© cannon, they are to join the center com- - 
ee panies at the boats. The companies in 
e the eight boats on the left, amongſt which 
ce the Grenadiers are to be, are to attack the 
ce little fort of Homer, and another near a 
te church. Theſe forts are at a muſket-ſhot 


« As ſoon as the cannon of the forts are 
ce nailed, they are likewiſe to join the center 
«© companies; and when theſe attacks have 


< riſking the loſs of the troops under his 


*« potfible. If he finds it not expedient, he 
is 


＋ 
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15 to re-embark, and rer to the mut; 5 
* p * | 


KC: Thoſe orders to be en with, as 


far as practicable from the circumſtances 
of the guides, &c. 


4 Proper 22 from the artillery will 
be ordered with the three diviſions that 
aftack, for nailing the cannon. The offi- 
cers who command the three diviſions to 
at end the Duke of Marlborough this morn- 
ng for more iam orders. 


22 The firſt, ſecond, and third brigades 
are to anchor as near the Guards as poſ- 
ſible, and be ready to ſuſtain them when 
ſent for to diſembark. The fourth brigade 
to anchor off the iſland Pelte, and to land 
to the eaſtward of the town. The Ma- 


jog-General will receive further orders from ; 
e Duke of man.. 


[7 
«>The commanding officers to take care 


: 


that the 2 anchor according to 
2 9 
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& theſe orders, and to acquaint the maſferd 
« with them. The commanding officer of 
tc artillery to attend for orders relative t 
ay ir department. a e 
This was all very wet? 5 this Hi usw 
boats were ſent to the Commodore's ſhip to 
be properly diſpoſed of, che bomb-veſſels 
drew near the town, and every one pleaſed 
themſelves with the thoughts of ſeeing the 
ſhells fly, and landing once more on the 
French coaſt. However, we were all dis- 5 
appointed; for it was thought proper (don't 
know for what reaſon, tho no doubt a good 
one) to proceed no farther this night. The 
next morning about nine o clock cutters were 
ſent amongſt the tranſports with orders, t to 
*. weigh and move cloſe to the ſhore, on 
te the eaſt fide of the town, to land the 
ce troops.” At the ſame time the flat- 
bottom d boats were ſent to their reſpective 
ſhips to be hois d in. This appeared very ex- 
traordinary, that the boats ſhould be hois'd 


In, Jute as the troops were ordered to land. 
But 


*. Lb) 


But a little time clear'd up this matter; for 


before we got to the ſhore; the ſignal was 
made to lie too, and ſoon after to ſtick cloſe 
to the Commodore; and croud more fail, ſo 
that by twelve o'clock we were entirely out 


of the harbour, and entering the channel. 


Now ꝑvery body agreed, that nothing but 
the ii ſignificancy of the town could have 
proteò ed it, and that we were either going 
home, or to ſome other part of the French 
coaſt; tho the reports from the Commo- 


dore's ſhip were, That Prince Ferdinand 


© had beat the French, that five regiments of 
c horſ; were going from England to Germany, 


© and that proviſions were coming to our 


c * fleet) to enable us to buckineer it "_ 
« time anger. : 


17049 

This ate of ſuſpence | — 4 
Hans auſe, which led me to make ſome 
hap on the populace of England, and 
thipk in what light they would look on this 
affair. I am fatisfied they'll, fay, there 
* coy 10 not have been much deſtruction 
1 F ©: « done, 


bþ— is 

8 
1 : 
iy 
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(9 
te done, as they loſt no men? D mn it, 
ee hy won't they give us blood for our mo- 
e ney!“ and fo forth. Can any thing, my 
dear friend, be more ridiculous than to hear 
a group of ſwabs, intoxicated with the fumes 
of tobacco and beer, finding fault with a 
General's conduct, becauſe he acted with 
prudence, and did not attempt more than he 
was equal to. I really believe, had we at- 
tempted St. Malus, or any other place, and 
Joſt: half our troops without gaining even a 
fiſhing· boat, that they would be better ſa- 
tisfied than with all we haye done. But I 
muſt return to the flect, and conclude my 
Narrative. By our penetrating into the Chan- 
nel, it ſoon became clear to us that England 
was to be the next landing- place; and about 
Eight o'clock this evening we arrived at St, 
Helens. It is faid we are to go forthwith to 
the Ifle of Night, and Ill lay a wager (after 

all our trouble) if any of our poor ſoldiers 
enters the houſes there, with half that free- 
dom they did the French houſes, that the 
e will de very angry, nay, perhaps, take 
| 2 | them 
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them before the Mayor. And, upon my 
word, F am much afraid that all our men 
cannot fo ſoon diveſt themſelves of that fr ee, 
eaſy, je ne ſgars w_ that the French air in- 
ſpired them with. 


© the Ille of Wight. 


br At ſincere and affectionate 
Friend and humble Servant. 


Ne 


Adieul for the packet s going. Direct ta 


